
Thank you for downloading the 
2009 Twinwood Festival brochure. 

 
In this ‘download’ version, the images 
are very low resolution, so please call 
or email us to request a free copy of 
our lovely, shiny new brochure to be 

sent to you by post, as it’s much easier 
on the eye to read! 

(The brochure will be ready to send  
out by post after mid March) 

 
In the mean time, please  

enjoy browsing online………... 
 

 
Email:  info@twinwoodevents.com 

Tel:  01923 282725 
www.twinwoodevents.com 







Hello All, 
 

The year has rolled round so fast, and can you 
believe it, the festival is now in its eighth year!   
As with last year I am joined by Terry Elliott 
and Strollin’ Steve to help keep things running 
along smoothly and we all think that this years 
line up is the best yet!  

I think, when you look at the schedule, you  
will see that we really have listened to what you want! This year we have also 
tried to keep the two different genres of music on their own stage, which will 
make it easier to find the bands and music that you really love.  We’ve also 
been working hard on improving the site again, and I hope you will notice the 
little things that we’ve done to make your stay even more enjoyable.  
 

As well as all the fantastic bands, we have brought back our very popular 
Dance Marquee, open every day with different types of dance lessons taught 
by a variety of specialist teachers. Added to this, we are now also doing more 
advanced daily classes in the hangar. The popular evening dances with Chris 
Reynolds and Strollin’ Steve are back again and for the first time we are hold-
ing a Marquee Dance on Friday night for all the campers who arrive early. 
Every day we'll have a WWII Air display, which I know many of you enjoy so 
much and as usual there will be lots of traders, exhibitors, shows, and muse-
ums to visit throughout your stay.  
 

We've kept the ticket prices as low as possible, and remember, your ticket 
covers you for all the entertainment at the festival, so there are no extra costs 
at all – not even for a programme, as you are reading it now!  
 

I look forward to seeing you all again on August Bank Holiday. 
 

John 



FRIDAY NIGHT - 7pm ‘til late  1940s/50s Record Hop with Strollin Steve’s  
                   Music Machine in the  Dance Marquee (open to festival campers only) 
 
 

SATURDAY – Twinwood Arena Stage 
1.00pm  Terry Elliott 
2.00pm  The Garry Allcock All Stars Big Band 
3.30pm  C.&.B.L.E. Dance Display & Lesson 
4.30pm  Jim McAllister, The Voice of Sinatra 
6.00pm  Lola Lamour  
6.45pm  Twinwood Twelve Dance display  
7.30pm  The Swing Commanders 
 

SATURDAY – Twinwood Control Tower Stage 
1.00pm  Strollin’ Steve 
2.00pm  Oo-Bop-Sh’bam 
3.30pm  The KingCats 
5.00pm  Big Boy Bloater 

SUNDAY – Twinwood Arena Stage  
11.00am  The Salvation Army Brass Band & Service 
12.45pm  The Jive Aces 
1.45pm  C.&.B.L.E. Dance Display & Lesson 
2.30pm  John Miller & his Orchestra 
4.30pm  The Swingtime Sweethearts  
5.15pm  Twinwood Twelve Dance Display 
6.00pm  Sticky Wicket & his Swing Orchestra,  
8.00pm  Mike Sanchez Band   
 

SUNDAY – Twinwood Control Tower Stage 
1.00pm  Strollin’ Steve 
2.00pm  Peter Donegan & The Lonnie Donegan Band 
3.30pm  Sentinels Of Rhythm 
5.00pm  Juke Joint Jump 



MONDAY – Twinwood Arena Stage                       
11.0am  Terry Elliott 
12.00pm  C.&.B.L.E. Dance Display & Lesson 
1.00pm   Chris Smith & His String Of Pearls Orchestra             
3.30pm   Kings Cross Hot Club  
5.00pm   The Kremlinaires               
6.30pm   Ricky Cool & The Hoola Boola Boys     
 

MONDAY – Twinwood Control Tower Stage 
Hosted by Strollin’ Steve 
1.00pm  Strollin’ Steve 
2.00pm  Ding Dong Daddios 
3.30pm  The Metrotones 

Introduction taster dance lessons suitable for all levels of experience 
from zero upwards in the Dance Marquee. 

Improver lessons & children’s lessons in the Hangar.   
See Pages 16 and 17 for details. 

Hangar Dance. Chris Reynolds Swing Shift. 
9pm ’til late Saturday & Sunday, held in ‘Hangar’. 

 

1940s/50’s Record Hop. Strollin’ Steve’s Music Machine.  
9pm ’til late Saturday & Sunday (and 7pm ’til late on Friday), in Dance Marquee.  

Mick Wilson’s Memphis Belle Record Hop. 11am to 5pm every day 
Ricardo Gazzini - The Jazz Man. 8.45pm ‘til late Saturday & Sunday 



The John Miller Orchestra,  
formerly The Herb Miller Orchestra, is 
the only Big Band performing the music  
of Glenn Miller with direct family links to  
the great man himself, in the form of John  
Miller, who is Glenn’s nephew. 

Herb Miller (Johns Father) developed his musical talent very much 
under the guidance of his elder brother Glenn, and went on to form 
various bands in America.  But it was not until many years after the 
mysterious disappearance of Glenn that Herb decided to form the 
Herb Miller Orchestra, and John became his business partner and the 
featured singer with the band.  John and Herb built an organization 
which now contains some of the best musicians in the country.  Sadly, 
Herb Miller died in September 1987, and John Miller took over the 
direction of the band. John has carried on the tradition, performing the 
fabulous sound of Glenn Miller and has built up a long and distin-
guished career in the music business, being one of the great Yankee 
Showmen playing to huge audiences worldwide. 

John Miller & his Orchestra will be performing all of your Miller 
favourites at the Twinwood Arena Stage on Sunday at 2.30pm 



Mike is one of the most 
exciting &  
charismatic  

performers of Rhythm 
and Blues, and Rock 'n' 
Roll in the world today, 
and his energy on stage 
has been compared to 

that of  
Jerry Lee Lewis! 

He has won fans from all over the world, attracting a following of top 
music legends who have lined up to work with him. Mike is no 
stranger to the Festival scene and is a regular performer at many of the 
larger events. Other accomplishments include extensive movie sound-
track producing/recording and being voted "UK keyboard Player of 
the Year" for 4 consecutive years!  This will be Mike’s third appear-
ance at Twinwood, and he is back by huge popular demand, having 
wowed the audiences last year at both Twinwood’s Glenn Miller   
Festival, and Rhythm Festival!   

Fasten your seat 
belts or just get up 

and dance on  
Sunday, at the  

Twinwood Arena 
Stage at about  

8pm  



The band was formed by seasoned Big Band drummer Alan ‘Sticky’ Wicket 
and made its debut at London’s 100 Club in 2001. They were an instant hit, 

and have since performed continuously at major festivals & swing dance 
events all over the UK, and 

are always a big hit whenever 
they perform at Twinwood.  
This is 1930's, 40's & 50's 

Swing at its Best!  
 

By special request, this years 
line up will consist of  the 14 
piece Swing Orchestra, and 

will be at the Twinwood 
Arena stage on Sunday at 

about 6pm  

 

            Jim has been singing in the style of Sinatra for many years, and has 
performed extensively in the UK, Europe and America. He has sung with 
many of the best Big Bands, as well as performing with a touring Rat Pack 
Show.   Jim has performed for The Frank Sinatra Society  on  many  occasions, 

and when Jim auditioned for the Rat 
Pack in the West End of London, the 
musical Director said that Jim has the 
best Sinatra voice he has come across 
in over 35 years.  Jim is also breaking 
into the movie scene and he sings in 
the 2007 British comedy  
film Confetti.  
 

We are pleased to have Jim back 
again at Twinwood, and he will be at 
the Twinwood Arena Stage on Satur-
day at about 4.30pm. 

 



The Jive Aces are one of the most popular bands in show business, 
performing well over 300 shows a year!  The music they perform is 
hot Jive, that has the beat,  
energy and enthusiasm of 
Rock‘n’Roll and the fun & 
rhythm of Big Band Swing, 
all rolled into one!  They are 
always a favourite with the 
crowd at Twinwood, so be 
sure not to miss them at the 

 
 

Twinwood Arena Stage  
on Sunday at 12.45pm  

 

Top British Trombonist Chris Smith has an enviable career. He has 
toured with Frank Sinatra and has appeared with many of the legen-

dary artistes of the 20th century including Judy Garland, Sammy 
Davis Jnr, Liza Minelli, Barbara Streisand, Shirley Bassey, Tom 

Jones, and others. His eighteen piece String of Pearls Orchestra, con-
sisting of top musicians is returning to Twinwood by popular demand, 
and will perform the music of Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Benny 

Goodman & more!           Twinwood Arena Stage on Monday at 1pm 



Garry Allcock prides himself on having the best musicians in the Midlands. 
The band is constantly in demand, having played top venues, throughout the 
UK and overseas, and they have backed many well knows stars including 
Cleo Lane, The Nolan Sisters, Max Bygraves, Harry Seacombe and Russ 
Abbott to name a few. They are no stranger to Twinwood, having played 
here in 2005 & 2007. The All Stars will also be backing Jim McAllister, 
during his Sinatra show.   

Don’t miss them at the Twinwood Arena Stage  
on Saturday at 2pm for an afternoon of Miller magic. 

                                                                   With this swing  
sextet, you are  

in for a treat 
as this is British ‘40s Western Swing at its best. Great to watch & 
fantastic to dance to. Once you've heard this band you wont stop talk-
ing about them. Consisting of 
six top musicians, five great 
voices & thirteen instruments, 
nobody does it quite like the 
Swing Commanders.  They’re 
back at Twinwood due to popu-
lar     demand and   headlining 
the Twinwood Arena Stage on  

Saturday at around 7.30pm 

 



This amazing band delivers an energetic blend of Boogie Woogie, 
Jump Blues, & Rock 'n' Roll,  and has thrilled audiences far and 
wide. Once you've heard the savage guitar, blues shouter vocals, 
pounding piano, honking saxes, and a rhythm section like an  
express train 
you'll be in no 
doubt why this 
b a n d  h a s 
achieved global 
acclaim and why 
they're  back at 
Twinwood! 
 

Control Tower 
Stage on  

Saturday at 5pm    

 

 
Formed at the dawn of the  
Millennium, "The Kings Cross 
Hot Club" is a unique and talented gathering of musicians, with an actress 
turned lead vocalist. The music they perform can be described as like Django 
Reinhardt and Stephane Grappelli.  Parisian Swing, with a hint of Piaf.  In 

2005 and 2006 this band      
received a standing ovation at 
T wi nwood  a f t e r  t he i r          
stunning performances, so we 
are delighted that they have       
returned.  

 

They’ll be at the Twinwood Arena 
stage, on Monday at 3.30pm.                                  

 



A new 5-piece band has exploded onto the 
scene, led by a great talent...Peter Donegan. 

The surname is no doubt familiar to the 
thousands of fans of the late, great ‘King of 
Skiffle’ Lonnie Donegan, whose musical 
influence shaped the careers of many of  

today’s top artists. Peter is Lonnie’s son and 
he has now formed his own band who  

perform a celebration of his father’s music, 
done in their own  inimitable style.  Here for 

the first time at Twinwood,  
 

Don’t miss them on Sunday at the  
Control Tower stage at 2pm 

Former Big Town Playboys head honcho Ricky Cool and a band that will 
knock your socks off. From Ricky Cool & The Icebergs, later the Rialtos 
to his collaboration with the legendary Robert Plant, Ricky has long been 

acknowledged as possibly the best 
frontman in the business. Stand by 
for top Rock ‘n’ Roll and 
Rhythm‘n’Blues. They performed at  
Twinwood’s Rhythm Festival last 
year, and we just knew you would 
love them. So don’t miss them head-
lining the  Twinwood Arena Stage  
on Monday at 6.30pm 

 



The Metrotones are 
Britain’s top doo-wop 
group. They’ve toured 
Europe extensively to 
great acclaim with 
their wild choreogra-
phy, vocal excellence 
and visual excitement. 
Their popularity has 

been enhanced by numerous Radio & TV appearances, and they’ve 
shared a stage with many of Rock ‘n’ Roll’s greatest stars.  

 

It's great to have them back again at Twinwood.   
They’ll be at the Control Tower Stage on Monday at 3.30pm. 

They are world leaders 
in Soviet Swing! The 
band came to fruition 

after its founder read an 
article in the Guardian 

newspaper in 2002, that 
exposed a previously 

unknown Russian 
Propaganda initiative, 

uncovering a uniquely Soviet offshoot of 1940's swing.   
The Kremlinaires are highly talented musicians, very entertaining, 

brilliant to dance to and totally addictive!   
We welcome them back, and they’ll be at the Twinwood Arena Stage on Monday at 5pm. 



Fronted by one of the best singing voices on the UK Rockabilly 
scene today, Bill Crittenden has created that unmistakable sound 
of The KingCats. Backed by Gabriel Allen on lead guitar, Kevin 
Bulford (drums), Kev Swain (double bass) and veteran Rusty 
Lupton on piano, the boys perform a brilliant set where their own 
songs blend very nicely alongside material from Elvis Presley 

to The Mavericks.    

At Twinwood for the first 
time. Don’t miss them at 
3.30pm on Saturday at 
the Control Tower stage  

Over the years Jackson Sloan has built up a reputation as an excep-
tionally talented and gifted front man on the British and European 
Jump Jive and Jazz circuits, topping the bill at countless festivals and 
clubs as well as appearing on many Radio and TV shows. Getting to 
his roots of Jump, Blues and 
Boogie Woogie, Jackson 
now leads Oo-Bop-Sh'Bam.  
They are back at Twinwood, 
so make a date at the  

 

Control Tower stage  
on Saturday at 2pm 

 



Juke Joint Jump are all about hav-
ing a good time. The set includes a 
selection of cover songs by artists 
ranging from Bullmoose Jackson to 
Louis Prima, Louis Jordan and 
original songs. All designed to give 
the dancers a great deal of exercise, 
whilst at the same time entertaining 
the sit down crowd with slightly 
risqué lyrics. The Latin beats of the 
bands own Hot Cuban Heat and 
Jokers Wild add further variety and 
spice to the 40s and 50’s sounds 
and tempos. 

They’re headlining the Control 
Tower Stage on Sunday at 5pm 

The Sentinels of Rhythm are a 6 
piece band from London who play 
authentic Swing, and Rhythm & 
Blues from America's golden era of 
the 1940s & 50s when Jump Blues 
and syncopating rhythms rocked the 
dance halls and swing really swung!  
The band members are all highly  
accomplished musicians, having  
performed with some of the top 
bands in modern times, and whose 

CVs read like a veritable who's who of British music.  We are very 
excited to have them perform for the first time at Twinwood, and  they 
will be at the Control Tower Stage on Sunday at 3.30pm 



The Ding Dong Daddios 
bring you the most  

danceable tunes from the 
1940s and 1950s Swing 

heyday. Get ready to take 
a "Choo Choo Ch'Boogie"  
runaway train ride from 
"Five Guys Named Mo" 
all the way to "Mack the 
Knife", passing through 

Istanbul  
(not Constantinople)  

on the way. 

We’re delighted to have them at Twinwood, for the first time, so  
don’t miss them on Monday at the Control Tower Stage at 2pm 

Lola is a fabulously talented singer, 
and has the looks, the moves and the 
stunning outfits to take her right to the 
top. Her renditions of your favourite 
songs will transport you back to a  
nostalgic era of romance. Lola has  
become a regular at Twinwood       
Festival, and is back again by popular 
demand.  
 

See her at the Twinwood Arena Stage 
on Saturday at 6pm. 



Take a trip down  
memory lane with  
songs from the 1940's. The Swing-
time Sweethearts are Annie & 
Le'arna, both successful solo artists. 
Their affection for the forties has 
brought them together and their 
wide range of songs, include those 
that were originally hits for The  
Andrews Sisters, Vera Lynn and 
Ella Fitzgerald. They are always a 
favourite at Twinwood, so don't 
miss them at the 

Twinwood Arena stage  
on Sunday at 4.30pm 

Keith Hill, the highly regarded 
aviation artist, along with the 
Rushden Salvation Army Band, 
bring to us our special Service 
and Concert. In 1942 this       
Salvation Army Band was asked 
to lead a short service on the 
newly opened Twinwood Air-
field, and we are proud to keep 
this tradition alive. Please take 
the time to visit Keith and chat 
to the World War Two Veterans 
who will be with him, and you will have an unforgettable experience.   The 
Service will take place at the Twinwood Arena Stage on Sunday at 11am. 

 



Lindyhop is a lively & fun dance born in the       Harlem district of New York in the 
late 1920’s.  The tempo can range from a casual swinging rhythm, right up to frantic 
speeds at which dancers seem to defy gravity!  It is possible to have people dancing & 
having a great time within 30 minutes, with a few fun & simple moves giving a taste of 
things to come.  Since the revival of partnered dance, in the 1980’s with Lindyhop, 
Salsa, Modern Jive & Ballroom dances, added to by recent TV series such as Strictly 

Come Dancing and others, many thou-
sands of people have  discovered what a 
thrill it is to dance with a partner. Swing 
music itself is a pure driving force to move 
to. Just listen to the music in ads, films & 
T.V. Swing music is everywhere! 

 

Dance classes are FREE to Festival Ticket holders. 
The workshops in the hangar are ideal for 
those who already know the basics. There 
are also children’s introduction classes here. 
They’re free, but numbers are limited in the 
hangar, and you’ll need to book your space 
in advance. If possible book in pairs.  

Contact Paul Claydon (Rug-Cutters) for 
booking. Tel: 01480 380687 or Email:  

twinwood@rug-cutters.co.uk 

These taster classes in the Dance Marquee are 
suitable for all levels, from complete beginners, 
upwards. They’re free, and you don’t need to pre 
book, just turn up! 

Saturday (Dance Marquee) 
Lindyhop/Swing 11am-12pm (MM) 

Collegiate Shag 12pm-1pm (PF) 
East Coast Swing / R&R 1pm-2pm (PD) 
The Madison (50’s Stroll) 2pm-3pm (JN) 

Lindyhop/Swing 3pm-4pm (PF) 
Balboa 4pm-5pm (MM) 

Sunday (Dance Marquee) 
Lindyhop/Swing 11am-12pm (PF) 

Shim sham 12pm-1pm (MM) 
Collegiate Shag 1pm-2pm (JN) 

Partnered Charleston 2pm-3pm (PD)  
Funky swing 3pm-4pm (MM) 

Lindyhop/Swing 4pm-5pm (PF) 

Monday (Dance Marquee) 
Lindyhop/Swing 11am-12pm (JN) 

Hip Hop Shim Sham 12pm-1pm (PF) 
Charleston Stroll 1pm-2pm (MM) 
Lindyhop/Swing 2pm-3pm (PD) 

Saturday (Hangar) 
Collegiate Shag 11am-12pm (improvers. JN) 

Balboa 12noon-1pm (improvers. MM) 
Children’s Dance Class 1pm-2pm (H) 

Lindyhop/Swing 2pm-3pm (intermediate. PF) 
Lindyhop/Swing 3pm-4pm (improvers. PD)  

Children’s Dance Class 4pm-5pm (H) 

Sunday (Hangar) 
Lindyhop/Swing 11am-12pm (intermediate. MM) 
Lindyhop/Swing 12pm-1pm (improvers. PF) 

Children’s Dance Class 1pm-2pm (H) 
Lindyhop/Swing 2pm-3pm (improvers. PD)  

Charleston 3pm-4pm (improvers. JN) 
Children’s Dance Class 4pm-5pm (H) 

Monday (Hangar) 
Lindyhop/Swing 11am-12pm (improvers. PF) 
Lindyhop/Swing 12pm-1pm (intermediate. JN) 

Charleston 1pm-2pm (improvers. PD) 
Lindyhop/Swing 2pm-3pm (improvers. MM) 

Children’s Dance Class 3pm-4pm (H) 



Rug-Cutters Lindyhop. 
Paul & Fae first started dancing Lindyhop together in the 90s & in 2002 were asked to 
teach with Mark & Hoc of Cambs & Beds Lindy Experience. We have taught fun classes 
at the Glenn Miller Festival for the last four years & have enjoyed performing there 
every year from its debut.  We have also danced for the American ambassador on his 
visit to Bletchley Park, won local dance competitions in Lindyhop as well as performing 
at  numerous swing dance weekends & 40's events.  We love the dance so much we want 
everybody to learn - hence why we started teaching! For details of classes, performance 
booking, private lessons etc. go to: www.rug-cutters.co.uk 

Bedford Swing Dance Society (Swingsters) 
Mike Amin & Mel Lipman have been teaching Lindy Hop, Balboa, Charleston, 
& authentic Jazz for 3-4 years. Teaching in Bedford on Wednesdays, on Mon-
days “Cranfield Catz”, & “Swingsters Sizzling Sundays” in Edgware.  We also 
run the Black Cat Friday Freestyle, at Gt. Barford, every second Friday of the 
month, in association with Jon Brett.  Annually we host “Bring it to Bedford” a 
one day workshop & dance.  We also host classes at themed evenings, & teach 
wedding dances, as well as running weekend workshops & events.   

www.swingsters.co.uk and www.bedfordswingdancesociety.co.uk 

Get in the Swing  
Paul & Debbie are based near Royston & have been teaching Lindyhop 
for over 9 years & their classes are very popular. The social dance side of 
their club is important to them, running regular dance nights with Swing 
DJs & Live Bands.  They like to make lessons interesting & challenging, 
at the same time being understandable and fun! Having a passion for 
traditional Jazz they also specialize in 1920s original style, partnered 
Charleston. 

Children’s Classes 
Holly Fleet has attended Stagecoach Cambridge from the age of six, and also 

the Carolyn Parker school of Ballet. She is now an assistant teacher for ‘Early 
Stages’ 3-6 yrs. She has performed in many shows including ‘Joseph’ at the 

Cambridge Corn Exchange & the Charity Gala of Dance. Holly is also a profi-
cient musician, and has recently  embarked on a course for teachers provided by 

R.A.D.A.  She hopes to gain a university 
place in September for Theatre Arts. 

Lindyhop, Partnered Charleston, Collegiate Shag 
Nicki & Jim have been teaching Jive & Lindyhop together for 10 years.  They 
have taught at various Schools, College’s, dance societies & the dance camp 
“Jumping at the Woodside” as well as teaching at Twinwood last year.  They 
teach a variety of swing dance styles, including a “mean” Collegiate Shag, which 
is Nicki & Jims passion. They hold regular weekly classes in the South West of 
England. Their upbeat sense of humour & passion is addictive and they have an 
ability to pass on their enthusiasm to people of all ages.   



Terry Elliott is probably the most well known and experienced D J on the Jive 
and Swing Dance scenes, having over 44 years experience. Terry now lives in 
the USA for half the year where he seeks out "new" vintage music to add to his 
vast collection of different dance tracks. He is 
still very busy participating at many of the 
UK’s & Europe’s biggest events, and regularly 
DJ’s all over the country.  Terry also heads up 
"Sentimental Journey", dedicated to preserving 
the memory of music, dance, fashion & lifestyle 
from the 1940's & 50's, and has provided     
historical advice & props to many TV & film 
productions. Terry is an "old Style" DJ who 
introduces each track and peppers his shows 
with anecdotes and information about the music 
he is playing.  He is also well known for intro-
ducing previously unknown tracks rather than 
repeating what most other DJ's are currently 
playing.  

 

Steve Ashdown (aka Strollin' Steve) has served as resident DJ and compere since 
1991 both in the UK and on the continent. As a specialist in American music dat-
ing back to the 1920s, Steve's enthusiasm is always present whatever the occa-
sion. Since 2003, Steve has enjoyed promoting his own weekend breaks and one-
off events and takes pride in presenting music to the highest possible standard, 
working with some of the best bands and musicians in the UK today.  For the  

second year running, Strollin’ 
Steve will bring together 8 bands 
to the Control Tower Stage over 
three afternoons to perform an 
eclectic mix of music from the 
1940s and  50s including Swing 
Jive, Rockabilly, Doo Wop,     
Skiffle and good old Rock and 
Roll, and Steve will be on hand to 
fill the gaps and play your requests 
and dedications. 



C&BLE founders, Hoc & Mark obtained their gold    
medals in Rock 'n' Roll jive in the 1990s, but were soon 
bitten by the jitterbug and crammed their weekends with 
everything lindy! Hoc & Mark and Julie & Rowley are 
pleased to return to Twinwoods. Come and join in with 
their lessons in the Main Arena or just relax and watch 
them dance with the rest of the C&BLE Team. They have 
been teaching in the Cambs & Beds area for over 12 
years; if you would like to attend their classes please have 
a chat to them, or one of the C&BLE Team, over the 
weekend or see their website: www.cambsbedslindy.co.uk 

11am to 5pm every day:  
Mick Wilson’s  

Memphis Belle Record Hop.   
 

8.45pm ‘til late on Saturday & Sunday: 
 Ricardo Gazzini - The Jazz Man. 

With Chris Reynolds’  
         Swing Shift  

Saturday & Sunday 9pm ‘til late 
and with special guest  

Terry Elliott  
on Saturday at 9.45pm 

With Strollin’ 
Steve & his 

Music Machine 
in the Dance 

Marquee 
 

Friday  
7pm ‘til late 

 

Saturday &  
Sunday 

9pm ‘til late 
 

  Plus special guest 
Terry Elliott on 

Sunday at 9.45pm 

Hoc & Mark 

Julie & Rowly 



There are many trade stalls at the festival, sell-
ing a vast range of items such as; period cloth-
ing, dance-wear, jewellery & accessories, 

memorabilia & records,  
CDs & DVDs, prints and oil paintings, and a vast 
selection of other arts, crafts and much more. To 
enquire about having a trading pitch at the festival, 
please contact us to request the booking form, or 
download it off www.twinwoodevents.com 

If you own a classic, vintage or military vehicle and would 
like to bring it along to the festival and have it on display, 
let us know at the time you book your tickets and we may 
be able to provide a hard-standing parking place in the 
showground for your special vehicle. Contact us to tell us 
about your vehicle, and if you can, send a picture, and if 
approved we’ll send you a showground parking permit. 
We have limited space so early booking is advised.  

Many members of the Twinwood museum team are 
living history enthusiasts. During the festival you will 
see them re-enacting scenes from the 1940’s & WWII. 

The purpose of the memorial flight was to  
celebrate the Allied Victory & the anniversary of 
the end of the Second World War. It has since 
become a flying memorial to all members of the 
Royal Air Force, who lost their lives during war.  
During WWII, Twinwood Airfield was an RAF Training base. Aircraft including 
the Spitfire, the Dakota, the  Hurricane and the Lancaster would have been a   
regular sight here.   

          We are privileged to have the Memorial Flight attend the Twinwood Festival,  
and hope (operations permitting) to see them again this year. 

 



During WWII, Twinwood Airfield was an R.A.F. training 
base.  During this time, Glenn Miller & his Orchestra were 
based in nearby Bedford as a safer alternative to London.  RAF 
Twinwood was the closest Airfield to Bedford, and Glenn 
Miller & his band members regularly used Twinwood to fly to 
& from the many morale boosting concert tours that they 
conducted around the UK. On August 27th 1944 Glenn Miller 
performed a special concert at RAF Twinwood, to thank those 
who worked there for allowing them to use the airfield.  It was 
the only outdoor concert he performed at a British base.  All 

the other outdoor concerts were held at American bases.  Later that year, on December 15th 1944, 
Major Glenn Miller was due to leave England for France. He boarded the small single engine,    
Norseman aircraft outside Twinwood Control Tower, and he was never seen again. This sparked a 
mystery that has fascinated the world ever since. 

The Glenn Miller Museum is in  
Twinwood Control Tower. 

Other museums at Twinwood include:- 
 

FIRE SERVICE MUSEUM  Twinwood is host to Britain’s only wartime Fire 
Service museum.  Located in Hut 37, one of the former R.A.F. accommodation 
blocks, the museum is in the form of a utility fire station built sometime in the 
1940s.  
 
SUMMER OF ‘44 MUSEUM  The Living History group “Summer of ‘44” 
have renovated Hut 44. This building was, and again now is an 11 bed, army 
barrack room. This building is particularly interesting as it has been restored 
back to resemble its original purpose. 
 
AVIATION AND AIRCRAFT RECOVERY MUSEUM  The museum holds 
a large collection of RAF and USAAF uniforms and equipment along with 
artefacts recovered from German and Allied aircraft crash sites.  The museum 
also has a section dedicated to 51 Operational Training Unit, (the night fighter 
training unit based at RAF Twinwood).  There are many other displays and 
unique collections. The museum is a registered member of the British Aviation 
Council. 
 
THE HOME FRONT AND 1940S HOUSE   This is a really wonderful exhibit.  
It is built carefully inside one of the old administration buildings and has been 
designed to resemble a 1940s street scene. Step inside the house and many 
memories will come flooding back. 
 
THE MOTOR TRANSPORT SECTION   is a WWII workshop with offices. 
Housed here are a selection of military vehicles of the Second World War.  Some 
of the vehicles on display are privately owned and some are owned by         
Twinwood, such as our Scammel Aircraft  Recovery vehicle. 
 
THE AXIS MUSEUM   A small Axis collection is included in one of the 
buildings within the museum. The building actually contains a number of   
different displays. Including a German based diorama, a Russian field gun, a 
small WWI display, a Royalty based display, and a collection of Home Front and  
                                                                                             Allied field equipment.  



PRIVATE ARENA BOX  We have a few Private Arena boxes, which 
are situated on the main Arena, and can be hired for the day.  At time 
of print there are still boxes for Monday, but boxes for Saturday & 
Sunday have already sold out.  The Monday box is £80 for the day. The 
boxes are approx 12ft by 12ft, have a raised, wooden base, are covered 
on 3 sides and have a roof.  They also have a private roped off grass 
area outside at the front.    They are suitable for friends to share. The 
boxes don’t come furnished, and it is advisable to bring folding picnic 
chairs to use inside them. 
 

TABLES IN THE ARENA MARQUEE  The Arena marquee is situ-
ated adjacent to the private Arena Boxes. It is open at the front, offer-
ing an excellent view of the stage.  Tables in here can be pre-booked. 
The tables are the circular bistro type, with upright, bentwood chairs.  
The cost of hire is £30 per table on Saturday or Sunday, and £25 on 
Monday and includes up to 4 chairs. A fifth chair can be added for £5 
extra. (If you need 6 chairs you will need 2 tables). The marquee has a 
hard floor, lighting and a private roped off grass area outside at the 
front.  Picnic chairs can’t be used inside the marquee, but they can be 
stored at the back of the marquee when not in use.  The marquee is the 
next best thing to an Arena box. Early booking essential. 

TWINWOOD ARENA CAMP SITE FACILITIES    The main camp  
site (A) is situated directly adjacent to the Arena and the mature oaks of  
Twinwood.   It  is a  totally  grassed  area  with  beautiful  views  across  
Bedfordshire. There are flush toilets with additional chemical ones, basic  
showering facilities, water points, chemical disposal point, good lighting  
and fire points.  
The quiet campsite (B) is on Twinwood Airfield, approx 350 metres from the Arena and is 
serviced by our free shuttle buses throughout the festival. The quiet campsite has its own 
facilities.  
 

On arrival our staff will direct you to your plot. You will be given bin bags and our staff will 
collect rubbish from you.  Due to the increasing cost of disposal we request that campers take 
home as much rubbish, particularly recyclable, as they can. Security staff patrol the site    
regularly and a permanently manned security point can be found at the site entrance.  The 
campsite shop and café is situated in site (A) providing necessary provisions along with 
breakfasts etc. Well behaved pet dogs may be brought by campers, but these must be confined 
to campsites and are not allowed into the festival site. There are excellent country footpaths 
for exercising dogs.  It is always advisable for campers to bring torches.  
 

OTHER NEARBY CAMPSITES  There are several excellent campsites in Clapham, and 
also in the other nearby villages, which may offer different facilities, such as electric hook up 
points.  These are listed on our website www.twinwoodevents.com  
(click onto the accommodation link).  Contact us if you need this list posting to you. 



LOCAL HOTELS  There are many hotels and Bed & Breakfast’s near to Twinwood Arena, 
offering a range of accommodation to suit all budgets. These local hotels and B&Bs are 
listed on our website www.twinwoodevents.com. They are listed in order of how close they 
are to Twinwood. It’s a good idea to book early, as the accommodation closest to Twinwood 
fills up fast.  Contact us if you need this list posting to you. 
 

CATERING AND BARS  Various types of hot and cold food, including vegetarian options 
are available throughout the site (see plan of site).  There are several bars on site, selling a 
large range of drinks at sensible prices. The Arena bar has a large decked area with tables 
and parasols, where you can relax with a drink whilst having a great view of the stage. The 
Officers Mess Bar is near the Control Tower Stage and has a great forties atmosphere. The 
Real Ale Bar is along the woodland walk. 
 

NEARBY SHOPS AND FACILITIES  The thriving village of Clapham is only one mile 
away, offering a Petrol station, Post Office, Chemist, Grocery Store, Bakery,        Newsagent, 
Pubs, Restaurants and Take-Aways, etc.  Sainsbury’s Superstore is only another mile on, 
with Petrol and Cash Point facilities. 
 

HOW TO GET TO US   Twinwood Arena, Twinwood Events Ltd  
                                        Twinwood Road, Clapham, Bedfordshire MK41 6AB   
The Arena and Airfield is situated just north of Bedford on the old A6 through Clapham 
Village. Easily accessible from the M1, junctions 13 & 14, the A1, and the A6. Bedford 
Train Station is 3 miles away – less than 10 minutes by Taxi. (Detailed directions by car & 
public transport are on our website) 
 

PARKING FACILITIES, AIRFIELD BUS  Twinwood Arena is on Twinwood Airfield 
and there are many acres of free car parking facilities. Twinwood Events provides a free 
airfield bus service, which runs continuously throughout the festival to and from the car 
parks, campsite B, and Twinwood Arena entrance. Visitors can bring their folding picnic 
chairs onto the bus and need not worry about having any long distances to walk to get to the 
Arena or back to their cars.  For disabled badge holders who don’t use a wheelchair there is a 
car park next to the bus stop.  For Wheelchair users, who can’t use the bus, there is a car park 
nearer to the Arena. Please note only cars carrying persons in a wheelchair are able to use 
this car park, due to limited space. 

 

When you receive your tickets you will receive further information and advice includ-
ing the ENTRY TIMES.   A few F.A.Q’s. are answered below: 

 

Are dog’s allowed? Day visitors who are not camping should not bring dogs. Well behaved pet 
dogs are allowed in the campsites, but they are not allowed into the Arena’s (Campers bringing 
their dog are advised to book campsite A, as it’s easier to regularly check upon them).   
 

Can I leave the site and get back in again?  Yes. On arrival you are given a wristband which indi-
cates what day or days your ticket is valid for, and as long as the wristband is not removed from 
your wrist, you will be able to leave and re-enter the festival with ease. 
 

What do people wear?  Wear what you are comfortable in! About a quarter of visitors dress 40s or 
50s style. Remember, the Arena is grass, and some of the pathways are stony. A sun hat and a warm 
jacket for the evening Arena performances can be very useful. If you want to dress in period style, 
but don't know where to start, have a  look at the links page on our website for ideas of some shops 
and companies that sell or hire 40s and 50s style clothing & uniforms. 



Expected full house at the Gazzini Jazz bar in it’s third year ! 
Richard Compton aka Ricardo Gazzini is a classic jazz, bebop and 
swing DJ that’s performed at some of the finest jazz festivals in 
the UK ie: Isle of Wight and Cheltenham along with many corpo-
rate garden parties and outdoor events. Bluenote endorsed (one of 
the finest jazz labels in world) he’s  looking forward to playing his third year at the Miller Festi-
val through the success of his full house Gazzini jazz bar.   The Jazzera collection will feature 
some of the finest jazz artists past and present, the first set is light swing to set the mood, then 
bebop and the final set will be the big band croon special from the sounds of Sinatra, Bennett, 
Monroe, Darin, Lee to Ted Heath, Duke Ellington and Count Basie along with modern re-
cordings from Michael Buble, Paul Anka and Diana Krall.  Ricardo’s knowledge spans over 

thirty years and won a specialist jazz award 
through the HBA radio authority, equity 
status, member of NOEA (national outdoor 
events assoc)….. His choices of music is 
with strong melody, arrangements and dy-
namic production and  those that take a visit 
to the Tin Hat will certainly have a night to 
remember.             www.gazzini.com  

 

The three bars at Twinwood are stocked with fresh beers 
and Ales from local Brewery’s. The Wells and Youngs 
Brewery is in Bedford, and the Potbelly Brewery, who 
Specialise   in   delicious   
real   ales  is  just  down   
the   road   in  Kettering,  
Northamptonshire.  

Twinwood Events have sup-
ported Macmillan Cancer Relief 
for many years, and the generos-
ity of our visitors has helped 
raise many thousands of pounds 
for this worthwhile charity. 
Meet the Macmillan volunteers 
and sample some of their deli-
cious chocolates at the Control 
Tower and in The Arena. Also 
you wont be able to miss the 
Twinwood Teddy Bears, who 
drive around in their miniature  
jeep collecting donations for 
Macmillan. Every penny you 
spend with them or donate helps 
with this worthy cause. 





Please take advantage of the early booking discount scheme: 
10% discount off all pre-booked tickets if purchased before the end of May  
5% discount off all pre-booked tickets if purchased before the end of June 

TICKET PRICES 
                                   *PRE-BOOKED TICKETS        10% Discounted prices          5% Discounted prices  
                                     booked before 4pm 28/8/2009                 valid if booked before 31/5/09         valid between 1/6/09 to 30/6/09   

                                     ADULT  CHILD  FAMILY          ADULT  CHILD  FAMILY        ADULT  CHILD  FAMILY  
SAT 29th Aug 09        £23.00    £7.00     -                 £20.70    £6.30     -               £21.85    £6.65     - 
SUN 30th Aug 09      £25.00    £7.00     -                 £22.50    £6.30     -               £23.75    £6.65     - 
MON 31st Aug 09               £21.00    £7.00   £44.00           £18.90         £6.30   £39.60           £19.95    £6.65        £41.80 
 

SAT & SUN              £42.00    £10.00   -                 £37.80    £9.00     -               £39.90    £9.50     - 
SUN & MON            £40.00    £10.00   -                      £36.00    £9.00     -                £38.00    £9.50     - 
 

SAT, SUN & MON           £53.00    £12.00      -                          £47.70    £10.80   -               £50.35    £11.40   - 
 

CAMPING PLOT A          £30.00                                  £27.00                                  £28.50 
(main campsite next to Arena)  
 

CAMPING PLOT B            £20.00                                  £18.00                                  £19.00 
(quiet campsite with free shuttlebus service) 

 

Child tickets for children between 5 and 16 years old, on day of event. Unders 5’s are free.  
A Family ticket is available on Monday only. This is valid for 2 adults and up to 3 children. 

CREDIT OR DEBIT CARD BY PHONE:    01923 282725 
BOOK ONLINE:     www.twinwoodevents.com 
 

BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER (Payable to Twinwood Events Ltd) 
POST TO:    Twinwood Events Ltd, Twinwood Road, Clapham, Beds, MK41 6AB 

 
To book tickets by post, you can use the booking form if you have one, otherwise include a note with 
your payment clearly writing your name, address and phone number, how many tickets & camping 

plots you need and for which day or days you want to attend.   
 

To book camping; a minimum of two adult, weekend tickets must be purchased, and you will also 
need to book one campsite plot for your caravan, motorhome or tent. (Small, one-man tents can be 

booked in with one ticket.) The camping pitch is valid for up to 4 nights stay - Friday 28th to Tues 1st.   
(If you only need a single ticket plus camping, you can book into Calvers Campsite in Clapham 01234 359584,  

or Outfields Farm campsite 07501 224178 which is within walking distance via a cross country footpath) 
 

If you are camping with a club rally, please include your club’s name. 
 

We advise you to book all tickets to the festival in advance.  The ticket office closes for pre-booked 
tickets at 4pm on Friday 28th August. Tickets may be available to buy on the gate (unless sold out) 

and these tickets are subject to a £5 surcharge each, on top of the pre-booked prices.   
Camping pitches must be booked in advance as space is limited and will sell out.  

 
All tickets purchased are subject to Twinwood Events terms & conditions,  

which are online & available on request.   Tickets are non refundable. 


